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Baptism 
Orientation Meeting
July 6th at 6:00 PM
If you are interested in being baptized 
July 13th, you need to attend a 
meeting with Pastor Malson on Sunday 
July 6 at 6 pm at the church. We 
will discuss the meaning of baptism, 
the procedure, and will allow you 
opportunity to explain why you wish to 
be baptized. It will be informative and 
lots of fun. Contact Pastor Malson if 
you plan to attend, since there is a little 
homework to be done. 

Youôre Invited!!
Steve and Jessica’s wedding
DATE: July 12th 
TIME: at 1:00 PM
PLACE: Brown Corners 
Please RSVP if attending
Sign-up sheets in the Foyer.
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I came across a survey the other day that 
made the lights go on in my head. The 
survey was conducted, and is still being 
conducted, in a large number of churches 
across the country. Willow Creek 
Community Church is doing the survey 
and is sharing its ýndings at the Reveal 
Seminar, held at various sites already 
and will be held at WCC in October.  
     The survey revealed 6 major 
categories of church people from 
Exploring Unbelievers to Growing 
Committed Believers. One category in 
particular caught my eye.
     This group was called the 
Unsatisýeds. They are believers, 
committed to their faith, their walk with 
Christ, and active in the church, but are 
unsatisýed with their church experience.
     They do not ýnd typical small groups 
particularly important to them, but do 
relish contact with others who are 
committed to going further in their walk.
     As I looked at the information, which 
by the way was only about as much as 
I have shared here, thoughts began 
spinning in my head. I have not read the 
book, nor have I attended the seminar. 
These musings from here on are mine, 
and WCC may take them a different 
direction altogether.
     Anyway, if you think of the person 
described as Unsatisýed, I think you will 
ýnd that a more descriptive term might 
be Unfulýlled. They are not ýnding all 
that they need in the local church. Most 
any church will have about 7-15% in this 
category with the average about 9%.
     Let me describe this person as I see 
him/her. By the way, most Unsatisýeds 

appear to be men. He is a Christian 
who has no doubt about his faith. He is 
Biblically literate, even skilled in Biblical 
doctrine. He has a heart for the Kingdom 
of God and in seeing people come to 
Christ. He wants to see the world touched 
by the love of God, and is willing to use 
himself and his resources in order to see 
it happen. 
     The problem is that the church does 
not provide him with the kind of challenge 
he needs, nor does service in the local 
church fulýll that drive. He is looking for 
something else, something beyond. 
     Here’s what I think is going on.  The 
local church is best at bringing people to 
Christ, growing them, and involving them 
in ministry.  All of these are necessary 
and right. However, there is a class of 
Christians who need more, and since 
the local church is focused on the ‘lower’ 
end of the scale, it appears not to have a 
place for the Unsatisýeds.  
     I suggest that what’s happening here 
is that in many of our minds the Church 
has become confused with the Kingdom. 
The Church is not the Kingdom, but a 
tool of the Kingdom.  Not all the Kingdom 
work is done within the local church. God 
calls and equips some with the tools, 
drive, independence, and personality 
to go outside the walls of the church.  
That drive, if unfulýlled, will cause 
dissatisfaction.  And that’s a good thing. 
They are equipped, armed, resourced, 
skilled, and anxious to go, but feel there 
is no place in the local church to go.  
Let me illustrate:		

I may have mentioned that I like to hunt 
deer. I grew up in a hunting family. I 

live where there are lots of 
deer. I practice shooting 
my bow nearly every 
day. I love it. I have 
equipped myself to 
hunt, I study hunting, 
I daydream about it, 
and I love success. 
However, I don’t have 
the same zeal for 
Michigan hunting as 
I used to have. Why? 
Because in 1986 I shot 
a monster buck. It was 
such a thrill that I just 
had to get another 
big one. Even though 
I shot that one right 
here in Clare County, 
I knew that to hunt here and expect 
to get a trophy buck very often was 
a pipe dream. So, I began to hunt 
out of state, where big bucks are 
more common. I still hunt in Michigan 
because I love to hunt, but I dream of 
hunting Ohio, Indiana, Iowa, Illinois, 
and other big buck states. I save 
money, travel the distances, and make 
the effort to go where big bucks roam 
because hunting here does not satisfy 
like it used to.
     Not every hunter will do that, and 
will be happy to hunt at home and get 
smaller bucks. They don’t have the 
drive, money, desire, or the experience 
to go elsewhere. That’s ok. But for me, 
I neeeeeed to chase bigger bucks.  

I hope this makes sense. Most 
Christians will ýnd Christ, grow in Him, 
and minister in the local church. That’s 
necessary and good. There are a few, 
however, to whom God gives the fever 
to hunt bigger bucks. The have the 

equipment, resources, and 
drive to go outside the 
local church to minister.  
And that’s good, too. The 
very dissatisfaction in 
the local church is the 
spur that sends them 
looking for fulýllment 
outside its walls.  
     This does not 
discount the local 
church, but highlights 
the fact that it has been 
effective in equipping 
and maturing men to 
leave the security of 
the nest to do ministry 
beyond the capabilities 
of the local church. 

     God uses dissatisýed men to do new 
and great things the local church can’t, 
or isn’t called, to do. It’s all Kingdom 
work, but it’s not all Local Church work.
     If you are a Dissatisýed, or 
Unfulýlled, thatôs ok because that very 
unsettledness will cause you to seek 
out, or even start, ministries that really 
turn your crank. Use the local church as 
a training ground, then as a launching 
pad to do the great things God has 
uniquely equipped you to do. The local 
church is the root system from which 
you grow and bear fruit. 
     So, what is it that God has for 
you?  A life of dissatisfaction, or one of 
fulýllment? What is the thing that God 
has for you, and maybe only you, to do? 
Satisfaction will come when we  
are accomplishing ‘the thing’ God has 
for you.

The Blessing of Dissatisfaction
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