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Kid's Klub will beginon  Thank You For Your Help
January 10th at 530 PM | have had many folks e-mail, call, or

Plan to have your children start the stop me in the church to bring me up to

- date on their whereabouts and plans.
year off being a regular attender. We .
: . : Thank you! As | have mentioned, there
will begin a new curriculum called

“Empowering Kidst, Théy will design are too many faces in the congregation

their carrying bag on January 10th, so etie. and the staff, to keep track

; ' of, and we don't always notice who
they won'’t want to miss that Sunday.
has been absent, nor why. If you are
Leota Farrell

- -y . heading to Florida, Texas, vacation,
Children's Mgl Calas the hospital, or have been absent for
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Finally! After a year of praying, meeting, discussing,
rewording, revising, and rewriting, we have some
documents for you to read and consider.

To Bring You Up To DateT

Ayear ago the Board of Administration
came to the end of long discussion and
consideration and decided to move

to a different form of governance. (I'll
explain that word later.) It, the Bd.

of Adm., appointed Jeff Poet, Gene
Robinson, Jim Walter, Bob Briggs

and me to what was called then the
Elder Board. That board was assigned
the responsibility of putting together
the documents that would deyne

how BCUB would operate, and to
determine the make up and selection
of future boards.

This board has been meeting for
the last year doing just that. Now we
have the documents ready to publish
for the congregation’s perusal.

These documents are called the
Governing Principles. Now, to deyne
governance. Governance is the work
of putting together guidelines that
will ‘govern” how a body will act. The
US Government is divided into the
Executive, Legislative, and Judicial
branches. The Congress makes the
laws within which we all live and
behave. The Executive branch leads
the nation within those laws, and
the judicial branch enforces them.

A Governing Board puts into print
the policies that govern how the
church ministers. The Pastor leads
the congregation, the Staff directs
the ministries, and the lay people are
the ministers. The Governing Board
is not an administrative body. The
administration is left to the pastor
and staff. So, the Governing Board
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is responsible for establishing and
reviewing policy within which BCUB
practices.

The Board started out being called
the ‘Elder Board’, but the term ‘Elder’
carries with it certain connotations
and expectations that are not part of
governance, so we decided to call it the
‘Governing Board’, which describes its
work without preconceived ideas of what
its members should be doing.

In reality, not much will change except
that some responsibilities will be divided
differently. Decisions will be made like
they always have been, with much prayer
and discussion. The Staff will not be on
the Governing Board, or GB. The Pastor
will. The GB will not be responsible
for Administration, the Pastor will. The
GB will write policy and will review and
approve policies written by various
ministries in the church.

The GB will be made up of 4 members
plus the Pastor. Since it is a policy board
and not an administrative board, there
is wisdom in keeping some continuity,
so the terms of service will be 4 years,
then a year off before being reelected.
There will be staggered terms, so one GB
member will be replaced each year.

The Governing Documents will
be published and available for those
interested in reading them after the yrst of
the year, and on Tuesday, January 12th,
at 7:00 PM, we will have an informational
meeting to answer any questions you
may have. I look forward to helping you
understand the new ‘system’.

— Pastor Chuck Malson
pastor@browncorners.org

The IRS Wants You To
Know About Money

When you give your tithes and
offerings, here are some things you
should know.

1 If you itemize, you may claim your
tithes and offerings as charitable
giving.

2 If you want to do that, you need

to use the envelopes, since the IRS
doesn’t accept your cancelled check
as proof of giving. The envelopes,

as noted and kept by the church, are
proof of giving. So, use the envelopes
for your ynancial safety. (Ask Bonnie
Rae Walter or Julie Shilling, our
Financial Secretaries for a box of
them.)

3 All monies given to the church go
into the General Fund, except funds
designated by the church. The only
active funds now are Benevolence
Fund, Missions Share Partners
Fund, and the Building Fund, which
is not active since we don’t have

any building plans in the works. We
also will forward funds to “Feed My
Starving Children” if you support that
ministry. All other monies given will
be placed into the General Fund, no
matter what the designation. (The
IRS’s reasoning is that the church,
not the individual, determines where
the money is used.) So, if you
designate money to a fund that the
church hasn't set up, it will go into the
General Fund.

What | want you to know
about money:

Even in this time of economic
uncertainty, God has been good,

and you have been faithful We are
doing our best to cut costs as wise
stewards, and giving has stayed
about the same, so we are in fairly
good ynancial condition. We are in
the black, and are maintaining a small
reserve for those unexpected costs.
Thank you and Praise God!

@Love INC continued from page 1 ...

Again, Love INC has similarities.
We are showing the love of Christ by
reaching out and helping with a need.
It may not be the yx they are wanting
and they may reject us. They may
know what we are saying will help,
but choose to go their own way.

Jesus makes it clear that we are
to plant seeds and water, but He
will bring in the harvest. We will be
asking people to volunteer for Love

INC in January. This is a chance
to have a life changing experience
serving our Lord and Savior. How
He chooses to use us is up to Him.
We must be willing to follow His
leading. Please be praying about
where the Lord might use you
within Love INC.

Cindy Luther
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