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Maundy Thursday................ 7:00 PM
Friday, March 21st

Good Friday .......cccovvreenns 7:00 PM
Sunday, March 23rd

Sunrise Service.........ccoeene. 7:30 AM

Breakfast.........ccoverieiinennnn, 8:00 AM

Combined Worship Service .... 9:00 AM
(One worship service only.)

No Sunday School Classes.
No Sunday PM services for anyone.
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=2 Afew weeks ago
we studied John

15 where Jesus
says that He is

the vine and we
are the branches,
and that we should
bear fruit, and that
by bearing
much fruit God
is gloriyed and we prove to be His
disciples.

As any vineyard keeper knows,
he is represented by the grapes
his vines grow, not by how
many vines he has. To
have lots of vines but no
grapes is not the plan.
The plan is to have
fruit. His pride and
glory is to have vines
full of fruit, good fruit.

To have vines, but no
grapes is no honor.

Now, in order
to understand this
illustration, we have to
understand a few things about
fruit and how it comes about. |
have a friend who raises fruit of all
sorts and he said that fruit is always
borne on new growth. Sometimes
it's year old new growth, sometimes
brand new growth. Fruit is the result
of new growth! That's a truth that has
changed my thinking about what | do.
The branch can live without fruit, but
fruit cannot grow without new growth.
New growth happens on the vine as a
result of pruning.

Fruit is visible. Fruit is a result of
new growth. Fruit is not necessary for

Fruit is visible. Fruit is a result of new
growth. Fruit is not necessary for the
branch’s existence. New growth in the
branch is essential for bea\ring fruit,

the branch’s existence. New growth in
the branch is essential for bearing fruit.
And, most importantly, the vineyard
owner is known by the fruit, not the
branches.

So, what's new in your life? Fruit
in others will come as a result of new
growth in your life. So, again | ask,
What's new? What are you learning
that's new? What people are new in
your lives? What new place have you
been or gone with the hope that
God will do something great?

9

Which room have you
walked across lately? What new
relationships have you built? What new
skills are you developing? What new
direction are you going?

The same old places, things,
people, will not produce fruit, because
fruit only grows on new growth. So
where are you growing?

Every year | take in new seminars
that have to do with church leadership.

; : ; “Thoughts from the Pastor” continued page 7 ...
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“Thoughts from the Pastor” continued from page 2.

| don't like going to seminars. | never
really liked school, but I liked learning.
So, | like one day seminars that last
5-6 hours. | can take concentrating
for that long. Every time |1 go, | come
back refreshed. | do things differently.
| see my ministry in a new light. | am
spurred to work smarter and better.
| come back refreshed. And this
refreshment spills over into the lives
of my people. New information, new
ideas, new energy pows into my staff
and my congregation and bears fruit
as a result of my new growth.

Every Christian | know wants
to see people won to Christ, and
wonders how it can happen. It
can only happen when you are
experiencing new growth. Statistically,
seasoned Christians have little

potential of winning their friends to
Christ because most of their friends
have already been exposed to their
Christian life and have made their
decision. So, if you are a Christian
more than 2 years, get some new
friends! Go Bowling, shooting, quilting,
gardening, dog training, py yshing,
dart throwing, or some other activity
where you rub some new shoulders.
Fruit only comes on new growth.

So, What's new in your life? Get out
there and Grow!

— Pastor Malson
cmalson22@hotmail.com

the eyes of the Lord is the death of
a saint.” | know that Dad is precious
in God'’s eyes and that the moment
he left this world he was greeted by
a chorus of angels and by Christ
who took him lovingly into His arms
and said, “Well done, thou good and
faithful servant.”

Dad is with his Lord, worshiping
and singing praises with that
beautiful bass voice that left him
years ago. He has a perfect body
that is free of sickness and full
of strength. And, if | know Dad,
his mansion will be more than he
needs. His needs were few and very
simple. But | have a feeling if you
go out back of his mansion there

“EULOGY: Donald Armentrout” continued from page 6 ...

will be a small plot of dark, fertile
soil for him to plant a garden that
will never need weeding. And just
beyond that, there will be a yeld just
waiting to be plowed, planted and
harvested... Dad loved to watch
things grow. And bordering the yeld
there must be a forest that inevitably
would have an eight-point buck just
waiting for him. In the middle of the
forest would be a lake full of bass
and blue gill.

Dad, we all love you and miss
you and look forward to the day we
are together again.

Tracy King, #6
/N
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“EULOGY: Donald Amentrout” continued from page 4 .
Wise:

You would never know by talking to
Dad that his formal education ended
in the eighth grade. He probably had
a better business mind than some
MBA graduates. Not only did he
successfully build and run his own
business, but he also prepared his
own taxes for this business. Dad
could do math in his head quicker
than | could enter it into a calculator.
His business decisions always took
much contemplation and prayer. He
was a member of the board of the
Central Michigan Community Federal
Credit Union in Clare and held a
public ofyce as Clare County Road
Commissioner for 31 years. In fact,
he retained that position until the

day he died, and had every intention
of attending the yrst meeting in
February. Dad always thought before
he spoke. If you have ever had a
conversation with him, you know his
response to a question was never
quick. He would take a moment to sort
his thoughts and then give an answer
that was well thought out and usually
profound in some way. | believe the
bulk of his wisdom came from one
place, his favorite book, the Bible. He
was able to share his knowledge of
the Bible and the Lord by teaching
Sunday school for many years. I'm
sure many of you in attendance today
have sat under his wise teaching.

Faithful, Godly,

Persevering, Christian:
This is what Dad would most want
to be remembered for... his faithful

service to God. Dad was a Christian
most of his life and made it a priority
to serve the Lord. If the doors of the
church were open he was there... and
always in a suit and tie. | remember
him saying, “When people see me on
Sunday, | want them to know by the
way | am dressed that | am going to
church.” He didn'’t just dress the part
of a Christian, he lived the part. He
took the Lord’s Day very seriously.
Regardless of how many windrows

of hay were being threatened by rain,
there was no work done on Sunday
other than caring for the cows. It was
not a day for business either. Not one
bale of hay was ever sold from his
farm on Sunday. Sunday was always
a day for worship and rest. Of course,
he must have napped better when
there was a baseball game on TV!
Dad was faithful to the end. Despite
being physically exhausted, weak, in
pain, and unable to see or hear well,
he attended church with us the Sunday
before he slipped into a coma. | will
be forever grateful for that example
he set for my children. They saw their
grandpa in his weakened state still
endeavoring to serve the Lord. He
persevered in his faith until the very
end and his faith never wavered. He
recently expressed to me a regret that
he had not done more, that he had
not been a bolder witness for Christ.

| reminded him of what he already
knew. Thankfully, we don’t have to
rely on what we do to EARN heaven.
God made that provision through
Christ’'s death on the cross. It is a gift
we accept when we believe on Him.
There is a verse that says, “precious in

“EULOGY: Donald Armentrout” continued on page 7...
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Iam Tracy, Don and Jean’s daughter,
or you could just call me number

six! My Dad has been telling all of his
children for years that he didn’t want
any tears at his funeral, for it was

to be a day of celebration since he
would have gone home to be with his
Lord. So... if | see any of you crying, it
means you are being disobedient and

I will have to tell on you. This is the
main job of number six!

While speaking with Dad’s friends
and family over the past few days |
have asked some of you, “What one
word comes to mind when you think
of Don Armentrout?” | would like to
share with you some of the responses
| received.

Strong, tough and

hardworking:

Though Dad was not what you would
call a big, and burly man, he had the
strength of one. | remember watching
him stack a hay wagon seven tiers
high as | drove the tractor with the
baler and wagon in tow. | was always
careful not to hit the brake too hard
or let up on the clutch too quickly,
thinking, if | knock him off this wagon

Donald Armentrout
December 10, 1927-February 6, 2008

This eulogy was spoken at the funeral
of our beloved Don Armentrout.

I'm going to end up back there myself!
I don’t think you can be a dairy farmer
and not be a hard worker. It is the
nature of the business and it was my
Dad’s nature. He literally worked from
sun-up to well past sundown. Even
before he was farming full time, | can
remember as a young girl, helping
him get out the door to his job at Holly
Carburetor by getting his wallet and
handkerchief out of the buffet drawer
and putting them in his back pockets.
This, of course, was after he had done
the morning milking and chores. His
hours of work only increased when
Holly closed and farming became his
full time job and life. He and Mom took
a small farm and built it into a large
dairy business that allowed them to
support their family and at the same
time pass along a strong work ethic to
all of us. He was a wise businessman,
too. This is proven by the fact that

he never had to pay for farmhands.
He ygured if he planned it right and
had seven children spread out over
20 years, he would never need to

hire outside help. Our wages were

“EULOGY: Donald Armentrout” continued on page 4 ...
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