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LOVING YOU

Brown Corners Church
(989) 386-2702

www .browncorners.org
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Get Involved

The 2005 goal is to deliver-gift-filled shoe
boxes to 7.8 million poor and suffering
children throughout the world. Here are
some ways you can make a difference
in the lives of those children:

PRAY. Please pray that God will touch
the heart of every child who receives a
shoe box gift and that He will bring many
children and families to faith in Christ.
Join the prayer network online or call for
information.

PACK A SHOE BOX GIFT. Ashoe box
filled with small toys

and other gifts can 0 =
open up hurting & =
hearts to God’s love.

-continued on page 5...

ome and enjoy an Old-

Fashioned Christmas. Our
Dinner Theatre this December 9"
and 10" will be an old-fashioned
one. Come dressed in your best
old-fashioned garb and plan to sing
and hear the best carols of the
season. You will sit amidst
beautiful surroundings, eat great
food, and enjoy the most loved
music of the year. Reservations
will go quickly, so get yours well
ahead of time, and bring friends. If
you can help get in touch with
Dusty Merritt or Kathleen LaPoe or
call the church office at 386-2702.

To Mail or Not to Mail

Some of you use your email
accounts more than you use
your mailboxes.You are more
comfortable reading
your computer
screen than
a piece of
paper. If
surfing the
web is
second
nature to you,
you might
prefer to
have this monthly newsletter emailed
to you, or to read it on the
browncorners.org website. It would
save postage and paper for the
church, and may actually get read by
more of you in Netland.If you would
like it emailed, or would prefer to read
it on our website rather than snail-
mailed, email us at
browncorners@yahoo.com and
you'll get your wish.
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Way back in June, nearly 100 of us were

ﬁ DD challenged by Don Roscoe of SonLife to
0 D D become more active in fulfilling the Great
DDH E‘HDD Commission at the seminar we hosted called
L] [ [— ‘The Everyday Commission’. Atthe seminar,

many of us filled out cards that contained the
names of 3 people we were going to pray for and
ask God to give us opportunities to present the

claims of Christ. We
made other BAc K
remember that we TRAc

presented the principles

commitments, too, in
the area of personal

in a number of different sermons over the course
of the summer.

growth and our walk
with Christ.

If you didn't attend the
seminar, you will
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“We should pray for

opportunities and
then explain the
gospel as clearly as
we know how,
making the most of
each opportunity.”

In short, the Everyday Commission is Christ's
command to every Christian to be making
disciples everyday. This is done through
personally growing in our walk, loving people
around us, and also making the most of the
opportunities God provides us. Colossians 4:2-
6 tells us that we should pray for opportunities
and then explain the gospel as clearly as we
know how, making the most of each opportunity.
(Rough paraphrase.)

How are we doing? Have you seen a difference
in your walk? Have you been asking for
opportunities? Have you developed any new

5

friendships so that there might be an
opportunity? | have to admit that | have done
well in some areas, and not so well in
others. Like most seminars, when
everything is fresh, | am excited and
energized, but as time goes on, | lose the
zeal of the moment. | am happy to say,
however, that a few things have stuck. | am
working hard at growing in my walk. |
have developed a number of new
friendships that | am hoping
will bear fruit. And, | pray
often, but not often enough,
for opportunities to touch
a life with the gospel, and
have had some wonderful
opportunities that seemed to
come out of the blue. Amazingly,
the prayer that God answers most
regularly is the one for opportunities, and it's
the one | forget to pray. Probably the same
is true for you.

So, anyway, if you are like me, it's time to
get back on track. After all, it is the Great
Commission we’'re talking about! Start
praying for those friends you want saved.
Start doing your Bible study again. Start
praying for opportunities, and make the most
of them. We are the method God has
chosen to use in spreading His Gospel, so

let's get used.

e-mail: cmalson22@hotmail.com

Sharihg our lives 5ha o faith

haring our Lives and our Faith: that

is what small groups are all about.
Different groups fit different people. We
have Bible study groups and interest
groups (CSI). Another type of group |
would like to start are work groups
where people get together to work on
projects like building, repairs, painting,
papering, anything you like to work at.
All of the different types of groups
provide a time for us to share our faith
while we live our lives. Do you have a
group of friends, relatives or just
acquaintances who you would like to
work, play, or study with? Maybe you

could start a group. All you need to
have is faith in Jesus Christ, attend a
leader’s training, and submit a leader’s
application. Once your application is
accepted we can help you get started
with materials, ongoing group leading
training, and coaching from
experienced leaders. Ready to give it
a try? Our next leader’s training is
January 9th at 7:00 P.M. here at the
church. Come join us.

—Wendy Kindel

Annual

Thank Offering

November 20™

Fall is here and our
church will be planning
for the yearly Thank
Offering emphasis for
Missions. The offering
goes toward the Global
Ministries operating
fund. Please make this
a thank you Lord
offering.
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Insight Ministries

WHAT KIND OF LOVE
CHARACTERIZES YOUR
RELATIONSHIPS?

In English we use love in so many ways
- from “I love you Grandma” to “I love
green beans.” The Greeks can help us
to understand this word because they

had several words for our term love. To
illustrate we will use the “lowest” and
“highest” form of the Greek words for love:
A. Eros - Love fora THING
1. Itis a selfish, “for me” kind of
love.
2. Itis a conditional love, based on
a feeling, meets certain conditions.
3. Itis a temporary love, use it until
| don't like it anymore.

B. Agape - Love fora PERSON
1.ltis a giving, “for you” kind of love.
2.ltis a committed love, based on a
choice to care.
3.ltis a lasting love.

What type of love fills yours relationships?
Do you Eros or Agape God? What about
your brother, or sister? Do you Eros or
Agape your girl/bay friend, or your
spouse? Are you in this relationship for
what you can get, or for what you can
give? Are you in this relationship as long
as you get what you want, or is it an
unconditional committed relationship?

What kind of love does God say should
characterize our relationships:

Philippians 2:1-4 — If you have any
encouragement from being united with
Christ, if any comfort from His love, if any
fellowship with the Spirit, if any
tenderness and compassion, them make
my joy complete by being like-minded,
having the same love, being one in spirit
and purpose. Do nothing out of selfish
ambition or vain conceit, but in humility
consider others better than yourselves.
Each of you should look not only to your
interests, but also to the interests of
others.

The Biblical definition of
love is to selflessly
care more about the
person whois in
front of me than
about meeting my
own needs. Ifl
truly love, than I will
do whatever it takes
to ensure the very
best for the one | love.
In short, we are to

love like God loves us.

Dave Luther

Pastoral Counselor

those who do not know Christ, while encouraag
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*In the Jungle:

games, xboxs, and couches.

@,
)
@)
o
O
+—
2]
ra]
§<)
X
]
S
o
©
@
£
X
o

%, (5th—8th grades)
‘h\? 6:00 PM: In the Jungle*
6:30—7:30 PM: Group Time

(9th—12h grades)
A gme %ﬁ' 7:45 PM: In the Jungle*

Read with ‘Steve. .

A challege to all to read through the

and accountability sign-up inthe

youth room.

sign up together!

Our game room complete with skee ball, air
hockey, foosball, bowling and basketball

'Hey parents-

make it a family plan and

ing one another as we exalt Christ

NEWS...

Monday Night
Hang-Out
In the Jungle

7:00-10:00 PM

(for high school
& college age)

Sign up now for
Quiz Team and
weekday Bible

studies!
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Children’s Ministry

Mark Your

Calendars...

The children’ s Christmas program

will be Sunday morning during the
Sunday School hour—-10:00 AM on
December 1 1th. This is a week
earlier than usual.

| would like to express appreciation to our
Children’s Sunday Sc hool teachers:

P Carrie Forfinski — 2&3 yr. olds
P Lila and Mary Goodenow — 4&5 yr olds
P Dorothy Robinson and

Kelly Jarstfter — 15t & 2" grade
P Linda Patterson — 3 & 4" grade

The Children in Pioneer Club are

already learning their songs and the
children in Sunday School will be
given their parts soon,if they haven't

already by the time you get the
newsletter. Please help your child
get their part learned well.

Thank you so much for your
faithfulness, your love for the children,
and teaching God'’s truths to them.

Leota Farrell,
Children’s Ministry Coordinator

—Cindy Luther,

Shape Ministry Coordinator

Only One You

By John Fischer
www.purposedrivenlife.com

Mister Rogers was right after all: There is
only one you. But this information is
much more important than to just be
boosting your self-esteem. It is to help
you better serve others by being more
confident about your God-given role in life.

No one else fits your shape. No one else
has your blend of gifts, talents and natural
abilities--making you very important in the
whole scheme of things. "God made our

bodies with many parts," wrote Paul, "and
He has put each part just where He wants
it" (1 Corinthians 12:18). And as it is with
the human body, so it is with the Body of
Christ -- the corporate collection of all
who believe.

But this uniqueness goes beyond
giftedness; it reaches as well into the
depth of each of our experiences in life.
No one else has your life. No one else
has your pain, your hardship, your joys
and sorrows. Everything in life shapes us
and we are shaped by everything for a
reason: so that we can touch othersin a
unique way based upon who we are and
what we've been through. God doesn't
waste anything in our lives.

Every piece of our lives and experiences
can be used of Christ to touch someone
else. We were made for each other; we
live for each other; we even die for each
other. We die with hope so that others
who live might see the reality of Christ in
even the darkest of hours. God uses
everything.

And then think about the things you have
gone through so far in your life--especially
the difficult or challenging things where
God has met you with His presence and
power. That information is not just for you,
it's for you to empathize with and

encourage others who have encountered
similar struggles.

God isn't messing around here. There are
no accidents with our lives. Whatever we
have received and experienced has
shaped who we are, and because of that,
we are qualified servants. There is truly no
one else like you... for areason.

SHAPE MINISTRY

Are you just getting by, or are you living
for areason? Think about your unique
gifts and ask yourself how those gifts are
benefiting others. What specific way is
God using you to touch others in the
Body of Christ? Do you seem to have an
extra measure of wisdom, or mercy, or
discernment, or knowledge, or
administration, or desire to serve? These
will help determine how you can look for
opportunities to help others.

SHAPE MINISTRY has been formed to
help you discover and use your unigeness
to serve within the Body of Christ. Cindy
Luther will be heading up this ministry.
You we be hearing more about this
ministry in the near future. Look for a
Sunday School class called SHAPE the
first of the year. If you have been
wondering about how to get involved
within the church, call Cindy at 386-3640.
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Alpha Introduction Banquet

November 28"at 6:00 pm

Come see what Alpha is all about
at the Introduction Banquet
Monday, November 28th, at 6:00 P.M.
here at the church. We will enjoy
dinner together, sing a few songs
with Scott Moore playing the guitar
and watch a 45 minute video of Nicky
Gumble presenting “Christianity:
Boring, Untrue, and Irrelevant?”
Dessert and Coffee will be served
after the video. We ask those who
attend to contribute to the cost of the
food. If you enjoyed the introduction
you can join us on the next course
that begins Sunday, January 29th.
Alpha is a ten week practical
introduction to the Christian Faith.
Each evening begins with dinner at
5:00 P.M., followed by singing, a

teaching video, and meeting in small
groups to discuss the video. The
course includes an optional weekend
away where we learn about the Holy
Spirit. Your whole family is invited to
the Alpha course. We will have a
group for your teens. After dinner
your children can participate in
Pioneer Club, and your babies will
be cared for in the nursery. Over
two hundred have attended Alpha
here at Browns during the past
year. Many have started a brand
new relationship with Jesus

Christ while others have

discovered a new passion for

Him. Come enjoy this

course with us this winter!

-continued from pagel...

How to Fill a Shoe Box Gift

Find an empty shoe box

. (standard size, please). You can
wrap it-lid separately—if you
would like, but wrapping is not
required.

Decide whether your gift will be

, for a boy or a girl and the age
category: 2-4, 5-9, or 10-14. Cut
out the appropriate label from
the back of an Operation
Christmas Child brochure, tape it
on the top of your box, and mark
the correct age category.

The First ingredient to pack in

, your shoe box is PRAYER (I John
5:14). Then, fill the box with new
toys, school supplies, hygiene
items, and hard candy. You may
enclose a note to the child and a
photo of yourself or your family.
(If you include your name and
address, the child may write
back.)

4 IMPORTANT: Please enclose a

x check for $5 or more to help
cover shipping and other costs.
Make checks payable to
Samaritan’s Purse, and note
on the memo line that the gift
is for Operation Christmas
Child. If you are packing more
than one box, you can make one
combined donation in a single
envelope. Place the envelope on
the top of the gift items inside
your shoe box so it is clearly
visible. Then place a rubber
band around your box and lid.

Drop off your shoe box gifts at
Brown Corners Church on or
before November 13th.
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Brown Corners Church
of United Brethren in Christ

5540 South Clare Avenue ~ Clare, Michigan 48617-9496

Happy

Thanksgiving

News & Dates to Remember...
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Board Meeting
Tuesday, Nov. 8th
7:.00PM

Pioneer

Clubs

September—May
Sundays, 6:00-7:30 PM

Thank Offering
November 20th

Alpha Banquet
November 28th
@ 6:00 PM

Christmas Dinner Theatre G ive

Dec. 9th and 10th
6-8:00 PM
$7/ person, RSVP

Small Group

Leaders T raining
January 9, 2006

7:00 PM @ the church

Tape and CD Ministry

Something new in the works. Gary and
Joy Burnsworth have a heart for people
who, because of age or circumstances,
are unable to make it to church on
Sundays. They would like to visit those
folks and take them a tape of CD of the
services. If you know of someone who
would normally be in church, but can't,
give the church office a call and we will
pass the info along to Gary and Joy.

Thanks




