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Big Church/Small Church 
Begins November 8th
If you are ready for something new, 
you will want to try the “Small Church” 
Video Venue in R28 beginning at 9:45 
am on Sunday November 8th. As much 
as we enjoy having everyone in one 
service, we know that not everyone 
loves a large church. Some really like 
a smaller setting, and some just like 
something different. The R28 Service 
might be just for you. Give it a try.  
Just because of the setting and video 
presentation it will be different. Matt 
Moore will be leading worship, and the 
sermon will be ‘piped’ in via video. I am 
hoping the camera doesn’t add 10 lbs.  

New Sunday School Studies
Begin November 8th!
In order to help you grow beyond the 
40 Days, you will want to take in a 
study in one of the Sunday School 
hours, either 8:30 or 11 AM, your 
choice. And make sure your kids 
are in class where they will hear 
the Bible stories and principles that 
are so important in developing their 
understanding of God and His ways.
     If you are new to the Bible, you 
might want to take in the ‘Jumpstart’ 
Class at 8:30.  Jumpstart uses 
the 30 Days to Understanding the 
Bible by Max Anders to give a basic 
understanding of the structure, 
people, places, and major doctrines 
of the Bible.

International Day of Prayer 
for the Persecuted Church
On the third Sunday of the 40 Days 
of Purpose the emphasis was on the 
church as the family of God. That 
family includes not only the people 
who sit in the Sunday service with us 
at Brown Corners, but also all those 
who are a part of the family of God 
throughout our country and the world.
     Some of the members of our 
family are suffering severely because 
they belong to this family of God. 
On November 8th, the Church 
world wide prays for those who are 
suffering for their faith in Christ by 
observing the International Day of 
Prayer for the Persecuted Church.* 
The theme for 2009 is “Persecuted: 
Not abandoned,” Paul said “We are 
hard pressed on every side, but not 
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New Books in Our Library – Delite Strouse
Librarian 40 Days of Purpose is 

probably over by now. At least if you 
are reading this after November 1st. 
Hopefully it has become a Lifetime 
of Purpose as you integrate the 
Biblical principles contained in the 
study. I know that many lives have 
been affected by the daily readings, 
the small group discussions, and the 
Sunday Services.  
     Let me tell you a few of the life 
lessons I learned in the last 40 Days.  
One is that I am quite powerless to 
do anything really important. I haven’t 
worked any harder than ever during 
these days, but more has been 
accomplished. God has changed lives, 
people have been receptive to the 
Gospel, and new commitments have 
been made, not because I have been 
better at anything, but because we 
have prayed that God would work. The 
Bible says that if we pray according to 
His will, we know that we have what 
we have asked. We know that God 
wants to change lives, but somehow 
has tied His hands to our prayers. We 
pray and God does His will. I don’t 
know why God doesn’t just do His will 
whether we pray or not, but that’s not 
the case. He, for reasons of His own, 
has decided to make us an integral 
part of the work of redeeming souls by 
our prayers and witness. Let’s keep it 
up!  40 Days of prayer isn’t enough. 
     I was also reminded of that fact 
that God uses small things to do big 
things. Just a word here or there, or 
a small act of kindness, can be used 
by God to affect a life for Him.  I heard 
many stories of how a small incident, 
or accident, caused people to ‘sit up 
and take notice’ of their need to know 

God better, or to make a signiýcant 
change in their live. God is big enough 
to use the tiniest of things to accomplish 
His work.
     I was also reminded that seeds of 
the Gospel will come to harvest, but we 
don’t have control when or how. Seeds 
that you have planted in lives have 
grown, and are growing into a harvest of 
souls. It’s amazing what God will use to 
bring your friends and family to Christ. 
We have to be patient with the process. 
Just like the farmer who plants in the 
spring, then waits, we all have to allow 
time for God to grow the seed into a 
plant ready for harvest. It has been fun 
to participate in the harvest of souls.
     I was reminded again of the 
greatness of God and our responsibility 
to honor Him as He is. This is not 
because He has done things for us, but 
because He is worthy of honor because 
of who He is. We are to give Him the 
‘Honor due His Name’. Now, when He 
does something for us, we are to be 
grateful, but even if He didn’t do a thing 
for us, He still is worthy of our AWE!
     I again saw the importance of people 
in the work of God. People make life 
as a Christian fun, and hard, at the 
same time. The troubles we cause each 
other are the stuff of life that allows us 
to become what God wants us to be. 
Trials are to grow us, not to hurt us. 
Temptations are opportunities to do right 
as much as to do wrong.  
     I realized again how much I love you, 
the people God has placed Kate and 
me among.  You are the best. Don’t ever 
change! (Except maybe for the better.)

“An Eye for An Eyeò by Irene Hannon

“Redeeming Loveò by Francine Rivers

“Interventionò by Terri Blackstock

 – Pastor Chuck Malson
chuck@browncorners.org

crushed, perplexed, but not in despair, persecuted, but not abandoned, struck 
down, but not destroyed.” 2 Corinthians 4:8-9.
     “Our persecuted family is not asking us to pray that the persecution will 
stop,” says Todd Nettleton, Director of Media for the Voice of the Martyrs, 
“They’re asking us to pray they will remain faithful to Christ in spite of the 
persecution and pressure they face.”
     We need to also pray for children of the persecuted Church. Christian girls 
are kidnapped and forced into Islam. College students risk expulsion or worse if 
they profess the Word of God. Pastors who give their lives for their faith, leave 
behind traumatized children.
     John, from Sudan, age 5, lives alone in the bush (woods) in southern Sudan. 
His mother told him not to go to a camp for homeless people to live. Muslim 
raiders kidnap people from the camps. “It would be better to die a Christian in 
the bush than to live as a Muslim in slavery.” John’s mother said.
     When John’s mother found food, she gave it to him and did not eat any 
herself. Sadly, she did not survive 
the harsh conditions of life for 
Christians in southern Sudan.
     Christians gave John some 
food and a blanket. They told him 
that many people would pray for 
him. He smiled.

International Day of Prayer continued from page 1...




